2026-2027 DDRSA Technical Officials Meet, Mentoring and Assessment Schedule
Dear Club Contacts, 
There is a restructuring of Officiating within the Darling Downs this season, as it has been very evident that a small number of qualified officials are attending club meets to support clubs run their meets. Unfortunately, this has not been reciprocated back towards the region, and despite previous requests for clubs to have officials to ease the burden, very few clubs have taken heed. We have a number of officials that are nearing retirement and have no children swimming within the region, yet clubs are expecting them to turn up to ensure their meets meet requirements for verified times for swimmers.
In preparation for the 2027/2028 season, where clubs will need to provide multiple qualified personnel, clubs will need to start the training process this season. This will commence at Toowoomba Open for the Toowoomba Clubs. 
If clubs do not build their capacity to have a number of qualified officials (eg: Timekeepers, Chief Timekeeper, Marshall, Check Starter, Meet Manager Operator, etc), they risk their meet being downgraded from a Transition Meet to a Development Meet in the following swimming calendar year. Many clubs have people that regularly perform these roles, however, they have never been signed off as competent. 
During the 2026/2027 season, Referee Mentors will be assigned to meets to officiate and assist with mentoring new officials.
Referee Mentors will then meet bi-monthly to arrange assessments for competent new officials at the following Darling Downs Championship events:
· 2026 Toowoomba Open
· 2027 DDRSA Country Championships
· 2027 DDRSA Regional Championships
· 2027 DDRSA Regional Short Course

· DDRSA currently has 4 qualified Assessors that are more than willing to assist clubs with training.
· NO assessments will be completed outside of these meets, as Referee Mentors will not be assessing a mentee that they have trained. 
· Starters will be assessed at Regional Championship meets only, not Club meets.
· Mentees will be able to work with multiple Referees, however the Mentor that has had the least to do with the Mentee will potentially do their assessment. This will be clarified at the Referee Mentor meetings and a meet assigned for the mentees assessment date.
· Referee Mentors will decide on suitable mentees to be forwarded to SQ for the Mentees program at QLD Championships in Brisbane in December. 
· All queries are to be directed to the Technical Chair only – these queries will then be discussed with the other Referee Mentors at meetings.
· Clubs within the Toowoomba geographic will need to have 8 timekeepers each nominated for assessment at the Toowoomba Open. This will then apply for Country Clubs that attend the Country Championships. 
REQUIREMENTS:
· Trainee Officials will need to complete their Blue Card and send their blue card number and DOB to the ddrsa.documents@gmail.com email and also upload to Swim Central
· Trainee Officials will need to complete their Community Officiating Essential Skills course (COES)      https://www.ausport.gov.au/officiating/education/essential-skills and upload to Swim Central.
· ALL Officials require a Technical Official membership through their Clubs Swim Central purchasing account – clubs will need to ensure that this is offered to parents.
· Potential candidates are asked to complete the below attached form and email to ddrsaofficials@gmail.com to nominate for meets for training and assessment.
· There will be a closed Facebook group available with videos and explanations for trainee officials. Once Blue Cards are registered with the Association, inclusion to this group will be approved.
Thank you all for your understanding and commitment to improving the standards of meets hosted around the Darling Downs Region – we are looking forward to supporting you all this season to have as many qualified officials as possible to maintain the high standard that we are all accustomed to.
Kind regards
Shannon Armbruster 
DDRSA Technical Officials Chair

2026-2027    DDRSA OFFICIAL NOMINATION FORM
Please return this form by the 9th of August, 2026
	Name:
	

	Club:
	

	Phone:
	

	Email contact:
	

	Current experience at club nights or as an official:
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



	Current Qualifications:             (Select only those you have already been assessed for – not the ones you have only completed the online course for)

	Time Keeper
	Choose an item.	Check Starter
	Choose an item.	Inspector of Turns/Chief Inspector of Turns
	Choose an item.
	Chief Timekeeper
	Choose an item.	Marshal
	Choose an item.	Judge of Strokes
	Choose an item.
	Announcer
	Choose an item.	Recorder
	Choose an item.	Starter
	Choose an item.


	Positions/Roles  I would like to receive Mentoring and Training for:          
(These include the online modules that have been completed. Please select from the Drop Down options)

	Time Keeper
	Choose an item.	Check Starter
	Choose an item.	Inspector of Turns/Chief Inspector of Turns
	Choose an item.
	Chief Timekeeper
	YES	Marshal
	Choose an item.	Judge of Strokes
	Choose an item.
	Announcer
	Choose an item.	Recorder
	Choose an item.	Starter 
	Choose an item.

	Available Meets for the 2026/2027 Season:
Notify of your ability to attend training at the following meets:

	MODE:

	TGCS SC                         Choose an item.
	TRAINING

	FAST T&T                        Choose an item.
	TRAINING

	Allora                                Choose an item.
	TRAINING

	Warwick                            Choose an item.
	TRAINING

	Gatton Multi                      Choose an item.
	TRAINING

	Toowoomba Open            Choose an item.   
	ASSESSMENT

	Concordia Spring Meet    Choose an item.
	TRAINING

	Charleville                        Choose an item.
	TRAINING

	Dalby Open                      Choose an item.
	TRAINING

	St George                         Choose an item.
	TRAINING

	Chinchilla                          Choose an item.
	TRAINING

	Stanthorpe Open              Choose an item.
	TRAINING

	The Glennie (SC)             Choose an item.
	TRAINING

	Goondiwindi Open           Choose an item.
	TRAINING

	Augathella (Development – N/A)
	TRAINING

	Inglewood Open (SC)       Choose an item.
	TRAINING

	DDRSA Country Champs  Choose an item.
	ASSESSMENT

	Gatton Aus Day/Kemp      Choose an item.
	TRAINING

	Texas (SC)                        Choose an item.
	TRAINING

	Rackley Toowoomba         Choose an item.
	TRAINING

	Roma*                               Choose an item.
	TRAINING

	Pittsworth                          Choose an item.
	TRAINING

	DDRSA Regional Champs        Choose an item.
	ASSESSMENT

	Would you be interested in participating in the Swimming Queensland Mentoring program held in December at QLD State Championships?  Choose an item.
	




